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Co-op team wins 47th Annual Great Midwest Trivia Contest
Abby Schubach

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Last weekend, teams from
around the country, as well as
from the Lawrence campus, tuned
in to Lawrence University’s WFLM
station for the 47th Annual Great
Midwest Trivia Contest, involving
a total of 365 trivia questions over
52 hours.
President Jill Beck kicked off
the contest with her traditional
reading of the first question at
10:00:37 p.m. Friday night. The
contest was packed with theme
hours such as zombie hour, Waffle
House hour, NPR hour and outer
space hour.
This year’s contest consisted
of 14 on-campus teams and 72 offcampus teams. The team located
farthest from Lawrence University
was based in Sweden.
Each team is given three minutes to call in with the answer
to a question, and if correct, is
rewarded five points. This rule
excludes Garrudas, the most challenging questions of the competition, which contestants are allotted
more time to complete and rewarded with more points for answering
correctly.
Junior Hani Shamat was a
member of the winning team,
a group from the McCarthy
Co-Op House playing under the
name
“The Soviet Baskyetbol
Team Presents Komrad Bucky's

Gangbang Masterclass Endorsed
by the Banastitudinal Karen Carr.”
Shamat admitted to sleeping for
only eight hours throughout the
entire contest. According to him,
“the best weekend of the year was
completely worth it.”
Shamat’s favorite moment of
the contest was Waffle House hour,
when participants were instructed
to convert a dorm room “into a
fully functional waffle house.” For
him, this process included a “lack
of clothes, a ridiculous amount of
waffles and pancakes and complete chaos.”
This is an example of an action
question, one that is directed only
towards on campus students, while
off campus participants receive a
supplementary question to complete while the actions are accomplished by the teams and judged
by the trivia masters.
The last question of the competition, the Super Garruda, is
meant to be the most challenging
question of the entire competition.
The answer to the question will
be announced at the start of next
year’s competition, thus creating a
contest that runs year-round. This
tradition has earned the contest
recognition for the world’s longest-running trivia contest.
Senior Provie Duggan, a Trivia
Master and senior at Lawrence
University, was responsible for the
Super Garruda question this year.
A Trivia Master is responsible for
writing questions, broadcasting,

The Co-op team gives Trivia Master Jake Fisher a “beard-mitzvah” during one of the contest’s action questions.
Photo courtesy of Hani Shamat

calculating scores and answering
phones. At the start of the school
year, Trivia Masters are selected through an arduous application process, which, according to
Duggan, “is nothing like any application or interview you will ever
experience in your life.”
The idea had been brewing
in her mind since last summer,
when she visited the Museum of
Modern Art in New York. On the
outside of a construction area, a

comment card caught her attention. The question this year asked
what that specific comment card
consisted of.
The contestants then sprung
into action during the last hour
of the competition. Looking back,
Shamat realized how the process
of discovering the answer revealed
a terrifying truth about today’s
society. He realized that “someone
can find something that someone
wrote nine months ago, find his

home phone number, cell phone
number and home address.”
Although the process may
seem grueling, Duggan expressed
her love for Trivia, confessing, “In
order to be a healthy person, I
think you need to take some time
to be ridiculous and just go nuts,
and Trivia is the best way to do
that.”

Strategic Plan outlines vision for university’s next ten years
Molly-Judith Wilson

Staff Writer
____________________________________
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In spring of 2011, Lawrence
University finalized its 10-year
Strategic Plan, which will be active
until approximately 2020. The
Strategic Plan is, according to
Professor of Biology and Raymond
H. Herzog Professor of Science
Beth De Stasio, “a stopping point
to say, 'this is where are we, this is
where are we going, and now this
is where we want to go, for now.’”
The plan's six main objectives
include enhancing the transformative nature of the liberal arts education, preparing students for life
after Lawrence, creating a stronger
campus community, promoting
sustainability, improving facilities
and technology and strengthening
Lawrence's financial position.
Brian Pertl, dean of the
Conservatory, explained that a
strategic plan is essential to a
functioning university. “It's really important for a university to

have a strategic plan, and to know
where you're going and how you're
going to get here. A great strategic
plan is a working document, something that you're looking at every
day and trying to fulfill.”
If the goals of the above mentioned plan seem broad, this is
not an accident. The problem with
many strategic plans, Pertl noted,
is that “typically it's something
you work on for a long time, a few
years usually, and then it gets put
up on a shelf and no one looks at
it. None of us wanted this to happen.”
Rather than “boxing people in”
to specific courses or plans of
action, the 2010-2020 plan has
been left purposely broad and
open-ended. Pertl commented,
“We wanted to make sure that we
had this flexibility and leeway, so
we could say 'strengthen the concollege connection,' without saying, 'and these are the four ways
to do that.' That to me was really
important.”
The Strategic Plan was not cre-

ated in back offices by administrators, either. Input was provided
from every aspect of the campus,
including faculty, staff, students,
alumni and trustees. The committees in charge of the plan sought
out feedback and got it, “lots and
lots of it,” as Pertl said.
After the input was received,
it was organized, tweaked and put
into a plan, which was then presented back to staff, students and
trustees for assessment. Once it
had been looked over, the process
began again until, eventually, the
plan was finalized and written up
as official.
However, Pertl said, “the hard
part is ahead.” Now that the plan
has been finalized and the committee that created it has been
disbanded, the challenge will be
implementing it and accomplishing its ambitious, often vague,
goals.
But despite the generalized
wording in the six major goals, the
committee did not leave the plan
completely hazy. In fact, a sepa-
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rate second document was created
to outline, according to De Stasio,
specific “ways that we can make
the larger goals more tangible,”
which have been drawn from student, faculty and other sources
of input.
This unofficial document will
help those working on the six
larger goals, because it can give
suggestions on how to accomplish
something like making the campus
more sustainable, while refraining
from boxing anyone in to a particular scheme. It would be impossible to expect every specific goal
to be accomplished, which is why
they provide, rather, suggestions
and advice, drawn from an eclectic group.
Senior Eric Murray, one of two
students deeply involved in the
creation of the plan, hopes that
now that the plan has been implemented it will not disappear forever. He commented, “It would be
great if we could have our progress streamlined and mentioned
in some way, so that they could

then share information with students and people could be reminded that, yes, we sought your input,
and this is what we're doing about
it. That way it would be more personal, and the message would be
that we care about our students.”
Murray's suggestions follow
the spirit of the plan itself. As De
Stasio explained, “[The plan] is
a nice way to make sure that we
stay on track and that we're living
out values and goals,” goals which
include student participation in
the functioning of the university.
Students who want to be personally involved with the plan are
encouraged by both Murray and De
Stasio to join such organizations
as LUCC or Green Roots.
Pertl noted that the best part
about the Strategic Plan is that new
and innovative approaches to the
goals from students are encouraged.
“It's really a living document,
and that's really cool,” said Pertl.
“That's a beautiful thing.”
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Lawrence awarded $425,000 NEH Challenge Grant
Emily Zawacki

Assistant Layout Editor
____________________________________

Lawrence was recently awarded
a competitive National Endowment
for the Humanities Challenge
Grant worth $425,000. Out of 108
proposals from colleges, universities and museums of all sizes,
Lawrence’s was one of only 22
accepted proposals.
As part of the Challenge Grant,
Lawrence must raise and match
the amount of the given grant over
the next five years through gifts
from alumni, parents, friends of
the college, faculty, staff, corporations and foundations.
This grant will potentially
allow for the development of the
Lawrence Humanities Institute
with two Fellows positions exclusively in the humanities. These

endowed Fellows are a continuation of the Lawrence Fellows program, which was initiated in 2005
to bring recent Ph.D. recipients
to campus for two years to aid in
research collaborations with professors and enrich student learning.
The overall goal entails raising $2.7 million in order to endow
the new Fellowships and Institute,
and this Challenge Grant brings
the University that much closer to
their goal.
President Jill Beck commented, “It’s a sign of significant support of our humanities departments and Lawrence Fellows program to have won this grant. Now
the challenge begins for our alumni, as they work to meet the NEH
matching requirement on behalf of
Lawrence’s faculty and students.”

The sciences and performing
arts lend themselves more easily
to collaborating and researching
with Fellows, whereas the humanities are a more solitary field and
research is not as straightforward.
With the Humanities Institute,
Fellows will be specifically hired
with an expertise in a theme that
is a “hot-topic” in current humanities scholarship, allowing for more
extensive interdisciplinary work.
According to Director of
Corporate,
Foundation
and
Sponsored Research Jennifer Stone
’00, who worked on the organization of the grant proposal, a
Humanities Institute will open up
“new nuances for the scholarship
and research of our own humanities faculty that will strengthen
ties among faculty from different
departments and different disci-

plines.”
With the new grant, Lawrence
students should see a greater
quantity and diversity of current
interdisciplinary humanities content being incorporated across the
curriculum. Just as the Freshman
Studies program includes professors from all fields teaching
works outside of their specialized scholarship, the Humanities
Institute will further deepen the
ties between the humanities and
other disciplines.
Lawrence previously received
NEH Challenge Grants in the mid1970s and in 2001, allowing for
the renovation of Main Hall and
the implementation of the Nathan
Marsh Pusey Freshman Studies
endowed fund, respectively.
A proposal for the current
grant was initially submitted in

2010, but after its unsuccessful
application, it was rewritten in
2011 by a collaboration of humanities professors: Timothy Spurgin,
Faith Barrett, Ruth Lanouette,
Martyn Smith, Kevin Tracy and
Brent Peterson.
The humanities Fellows and
Humanities Institute also tie into
the vision for Lawrence encapsulated in the 10-year Strategic
Plan. “Some of the key things that
the Strategic Plan talks about are
enhancing the transformative
nature of the Lawrence education,”
said Stone. “This grant will very
directly advance those strategic
objectives by contributing to the
professional development of our
humanities faculty in a way that is
really unique.”

Tatge leads First Lady speaks to Wisconsin students in conference call
screenwriting Cassidy Wilson
workshops
Staff Writer
____________________________________

Maisha Rahman

Staff Writer
____________________________________

With the help of Professor
of German Brent Peterson, chair
of the film studies program, and
other faculty members, Catherine
Tatge ‘72 has developed new
screenwriting workshops, hosted
by award-winning screenwriter Jim
Berg.
After the success of Tatge’s
Fall Term tutorial on filmmaking
techniques, she asked the students
what they would be most interested in pursuing further. It was
not only the students of the LU
Film Club who showed curiosity
in screenwriting, but also faculty
members of the English department.
The first workshop took place
on Jan. 30, and focused mainly on
the basics of filmmaking, structure
of feature films and working on
plot structure. The next workshop,
on Feb. 6, will elaborate on 15- to
20-minute short films. On Feb. 13,
the focus will be on even shorter,
2-5 minute films.
The workshops will take place
at the Film House, 228 North Park
Ave, behind the Conservatory of
Music. Students do not need to
sign up ahead of time or attend the
workshops in a sequence. Tatge
said, “There will be a quick preview in the beginning of the class,
so that no one misses out on anything.”
After the workshops, the students will have a chance to interact
with Berg. “If you are interested in
any aspect of film or you are just
interested in writing, it is a great
opportunity to listen to a professional and ask him questions,”
said senior Tom Coben, president
of the Film Production Club.
The first workshop that took
place on Jan. 30 was well-attended,
not just by members of the film
production club, but also by students from all backgrounds.
As a further development of
the film program, she will be offering workshops on animation and
general introduction to filmmaking Spring Term.

Monday, Jan. 30 at 4:30 p.m., a
group of Lawrence students gathered in the Runkel Room on the
fourth floor of the Warch Campus
Center to listen in on a personal
message from First Lady Michelle
Obama.
In an effort to kick-start Barack
Obama’s presidential campaign in
Wisconsin, the First Lady made
a conference call to college students across the state. After speaking for several minutes about the
importance of the election and the
role of students in bringing Barack
Obama back to the White House
for a second term, Michelle Obama
took a few questions from stu-

dents across Wisconsin.
This year, the Obama campaign
is specifically targeting young voters with a campaign bearing the
slogan “Greater Together.” The
campaign’s online headquarters
can be accessed at www.barackobama.com/young-americans.
When asked what President
Obama has been doing for young
people since taking office, Michelle
Obama mentioned the extension of
Pell Grants as well as recent legislation that allows young adults to
stay covered under their parents’
insurance until age 26.
One student from the
University of Wisconsin-Madison
asked how college students can get
involved in the campaign. Michelle
Obama recommended that those

interested in taking action should
participate with the activities of
their on-campus political groups
or other local organizations. She
also stressed the often underestimated importance of conversations between individuals. The
conference call itself represented
the Obamas’ intention to engage
in conversation with American citizens.
Sophomore Polly Dalton,
a member of the LU College
Democrats who coordinated the
conference call event, also emphasized the usefulness of open, oneon-one political conversations. She
said, “The importance of listening
to people's concerns, worries and
ideas cannot be overemphasized.
The First Lady said that conversa-

tions [she] and Barack have with
people drive them in their work
and serve as a reminder of the
impacts of what they are doing.”
Michelle Obama also placed
much emphasis on the importance
of voting. With new voter requirements, it has become more difficult for students who live outof-state to vote in Wisconsin elections. It is crucial for students to
have the opportunity to register
to vote and obtain the necessary
Wisconsin voter ID.
Dalton concluded, “Voting is
one of the easiest and most important things you can do as a citizen
to have an impact on the work of
our government.”

Fall Term 2011 Honor Code Violations
Date		Type of Resolution		Class		
10/6/2011
Sanctioning conference
MATH 130
Cheating from another student’s exam

Professor	Type of violation 	Sanction
Wright		
Cheating on exam
0/2

10/6/2011
sanctioning conference		
HIST 378
Use of un-cited internet sources in a response paper

Frederick

plagiarism		

0/1

11/10/2011 sanctioning conference		
ENG 150
Student used uncited Internet sources in paper

Barnes		

plagiarism		

0/1

11/8/2011
sanctioning conference		
ENG 150
Student used uncited Internet sources in paper

Barnes		

plagiarism		

0/1

11/14/2011 sanctioning conference		
LING 150
Sung		
Cheating directly from another exam resulting in verbatim answers

cheating on exam

0/F

11/21/2011 sanctioning conference		
FRST 115
Un-cited sentences from outside notes

Krebsbach

plagiarism		

0/1

11/16/2011 sanctioning conference		
CHEM 340
Student turned themselves in; used notes for an exam

Hall		

cheating on exam

0/warning

1/9/2012
hearing				
ANTH 342
Jenike B
plagiarism		
F/1-term susp.
Student plagiarized several assignments from another student’s moodle account, having gotten her password
under false pretences. Full sub agreed with particular egregiousness.
1/16/2012
warning/educ. intervention
SPAN 400
Fares		
Student plagiarized several sentences from un-cited Internet sources

plagiarism		

1/16/2012
sanctioning conference		
PHIL 210
Phelan		
plagiarism		
Student plagiarized several passages and structure of paper from an uncited Internet source
0/warning = Zero on the assignment, formal warning issued
0/1 = Zero on the assignment, one letter grade reduction in the course
0/2 = Zero on the assignment, two letter grade reduction in the course
0/F = Zero on the assignment, a failing grade in the course

0/2

warning/educational intervention: The student is required to re-do their
work and meet with CTL tutors, and is issued a formal warning
Suspension: one term suspension from the university is recommended to
the Faculty Subcommittee
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Ask A Fifth-Year
Where’d my Culinary Cash go?

Jacob Horn

Columnist
____________________________________

Dear Jacob,
It’s not even reading period yet,
and I’ve used up almost all of my
culinary cash! What can I do?
Signed,
Splurging Sophomore.
Splurging, your scenario is
eerily similar to my own situation. Last Saturday, after grabbing
my second, or maybe third — it
was Trivia, I was tired and don’t
remember a whole lot — coffee
of the day, I was shocked to see
the paltry balance of $88.27 as my
Culinary Cash balance. If you follow my rant, you may be able to
survive the term.
First off, it’s essential that you
actually eat. The solution to “I
can’t buy food” shouldn’t be “I
won’t eat,” especially in this frozen
wasteland. A hardy layer of fat is
essential for the coming months.
That’s why you should maximize your calorie intake when
going to the café to ensure that
much-needed blubber. Don’t foolishly order a Caesar salad or sushi
with that valuable Culinary Cash;
instead, buy the greasiest tuna
melt you can with a side order
of ice cream — ice cream-covered
French fries.
Stretch out that Culinary Cash
as long as you can. Selling swipes
may be frowned on, but not explicitly illegal. And one thing Lawrence

Philosophy classes have taught me
is that morality is relative. But if
you’d like to avoid possible imprisonment, you’ll eventually have to
find an alternate source of income.
Hope this helps.
Find an on-campus job. At
this point in the term, every position is most likely filled except for
the constantly-hiring Bon Appétit
positions. You can hate your job in
a variety of capacities, from dishwasher to table washer. The job
variety is as diverse as the pasta
line.
Create a job. Most of the jobs
on-campus could be done by cardboard cut outs of students. For
example, this is the first term in
all of my years here that there
hasn’t been a conservatory monitor. After nine o’clock, only one
door remains open at the con.
One student would man a table
at this entrance with a pad of
paper and a pleading look, hoping
that you’ll sign the sheet to show
which students entered after nine.
Usually the student working the
table wouldn’t bother to keep track
of the signatures; instead he or she
would spend the time watching
movies on his or her laptop.
This would go hand in hand
with the students who would sign
the paper, either with terrible
music puns or as “Spartacus.”
Getting food from home can
abate the hunger. Stockpile cereals; sequester ramen; do anything
to build an impenetrable fortress
of refined starch. Ignore taste,
pursue cheap calories. This may
end up destroying your insides,
but that’s not what you asked me
about, now is it?
Beg. Beg like you’ve never done
before. Hover around your roommates as they eat pizza, inquiring
on the toppings, the greasiness,
every aspect you can. Never explicitly ask for any food, just dance
around the issue until they are so
fed up they either throw you out or
throw the food at you.
For all of your financial needs,
e-mail me at jacob.e.horn@lawrence.edu with any questions you
might have.

H E LP TH E
EN V I RONM ENT.
Recycle thiS
newspaper!

LUCC Update

WEEK 5 TERM 2
2012-2013 LUCC
Cabinet Applications

Hard copies are available now
on the fourth floor of the Campus
Center. Electronic Copies are also
available.
Email president-elect Jacob
Woodford at jacob.a.woodford@
lawrence.edu for more information.
Applications due at 5PM on
February 10th
in the LUCC office

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Get to know your newly elected LUCC leaders
Andrew Kim

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Jake Woodford and Nicholas Paulson were recently elected president and vice president of LUCC for the upcoming Spring Term and next school year. Get to know your new leaders before they office this spring!

President-elect Jake Woodford
Jake Woodford is a junior government major with a strong interest in public administration. He is
unafraid of “cutting the grass and
getting his hands dirty” when it
comes to management affairs, preferring closer, more direct ways of
impacting people’s lives.
He said, “Everyone’s watching the scenes unfold with the
Republican primaries, but the stuff
that really impacts our lives is at
the local level. And for us as students, that local level is LUCC.”
LUCC is an important vehicle
on campus for the allocation of
student organization funding —
“a huge responsibility the university places on its students” — but
Woodford intends the council to
become a more useful launching
pad from which students — and
particularly the student organizations — can communicate more
effectively with each other.
He believes that there is a “rising tide” on campus that emphasizes personal autonomy, and
while that autonomy is important,
it has the potential to rub the

edges off benefits that can stem
from communication and collaboration. He sees LUCC not as student government per se, but more
as a representation of the student
body as a whole: He is not going to
become the president of a lofty oligarchy, but of a “transparent and
easily-understandable process.”
Although Woodford had
engaged with student government
since elementary school student
council, where they “doled out little classroom jobs,” he had never
campaigned for anything before
LUCC elections. “I was worried
my campaign looking phony,” he
said, “but as it turns out, it was an
incredible experience. It’s a really
neat social experience that I can’t
compare with anything else I’ve
done.”
Woodford continued, “You’re
basically trying to market yourself. And I don’t really like to brag
about myself, so the way I ran my
campaign was to talk more about
us. To talk with my fellow students
about our thoughts and concerns.”
He finds this approach to be

Photo by Nicolas Glennon

particularly compatible with being
a Lawrentian. “I can be a student, just as I can be a leader and
an influential person,” Woodford
added, “and we all have that oppor-

Vice President-elect Nicholas Paulson

Photo by Nicolas Glennon

Grace Berchem

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Last weekend, the Volunteer
and Community Service Center
hosted January’s Saturday of
Service event. Saturday of Service
events are a one-time-only, threehour volunteer commitment. They
are put on once a month by the
VCSC.
Past SOS events have included sites like Harbor House and
Heckrodt Nature Preserve. Looking
ahead, the February’s SOS will
likely be related to fighting hunger. These service events increase
awareness of community needs
and give students the opportunity
to help out at a wide array of sites.
As Kristi Hill, director of volunteer and community service programs, explained, “So many students want to volunteer, but not
in an ongoing way. Saturday of
Service is a way to get your feet

tunity here.”
He maintains an active schedule on campus, working as overnight host coordinator for the
admissions office and as tech man-

ager for Warch. When not working, he can be seen picking at his
guitar in Sage Hall or reading The
Atlantic.

Nicholas Paulson’s campaign
efforts for vice president of LUCC
have enjoyed particular visibility.
When he is not pulling stunts at
Freshmen Studies lectures or having shirtless pictures of himself
handed out to unsuspecting passerby, he is usually out and about
as an RLA and LUCC representative
for Trevor Hall, Trivia Master or
intramural soccer player. He partakes in more domestic pursuits as
well, which includes writing poetry, whipping out Bach on the piano
or playing Magic: The Gathering.
Paulson launched his campaign with a lot of encouragement
and little buildup — he read and
mulled over the LUCC handbook
over the summer, but collected
almost all of his signatures for
the ballot the night before they
were due.
“I was representing Plantz for
LUCC last year, and over the course
I saw a lot of things that could
change and suggested things, but
nothing really ever came out of
that. So I came up with some

ideas,” he said. “I got a lot of
publicity on campus, and it was
embarrassing, but I’ve gotten to
the point where I don’t care what
other people think of me as much;
I just want to get stuff done and
make it work.”
Paulson has already brainstormed with Woodford about
LUCC and corroborates Woodford’s
emphasis on reorganization of
the representational structure. He
aims, along with Woodford, to centralize student organizations and
facilitate communication between
them. He wants “LUCC representatives to be active in a very small,
very intense way. Lawrence is
small enough of a campus that we
can talk to the students who have
ideas.”
Applications for a position in
the LUCC Cabinet are currently
available at the LUCC Office. They
are due Feb. 10.

VCSC organizes Saturday of Service
wet without over-committing. It’s
a chance for students to volunteer
who wouldn’t otherwise.”
Asked about the importance
of volunteering, senior Susannah
Maiken, volunteer and community
service events coordinator, said,
“I think Lawrentians often get so
caught up in the business of our
schedules that we forget to take
the time to help others. We are
blessed to be able to have such
an amazing education and all the
opportunities that Lawrence offers
us, so it’s important to step outside
of our little bubble and give back to
the community.”
Saturday of Service wasn’t the
only event happening on Saturday.
Twelve Lawrence volunteers were
kept very busy helping a local family in need get their house ready to

put on the market. Their time was
spent cleaning, painting and fixing
things up around the house.
Junior Emily Gibbons, the
Lawrence student who connected
the family to Lawrence, said, “The
house was in a greater state of disarray than I had anticipated when
we arrived, but we got a lot done
in four hours, including wallpaper
removal in the dining room, finishing drywall and beginning the mudding in the upstairs bathroom, and
painting in the dining room, stairwell and two upstairs bedrooms.”
In hard economic times, more
and more families are finding
themselves in a position where
they need to sell their homes;
Lawrence volunteers were able to
make this transition a little more
seamless for at least one family.

The family was very grateful
for the Lawrence volunteers and
showed their appreciation with
homemade chocolate chip cookies.
Additionally, a group from
Trevor Hall volunteered their time
at Saving Paws Animal Shelter. The
group was led by their RHD and
Volunteer Programs Assistant Ellie
Crean and sophomore RLA Alysa
Levi-D’Ancona. Since last term,
Trevor has made this a weekly hall
outing.
Volunteer activities include
everything from playing with the
cats, dog walking and cleaning, to
helping the shelter move everything into their new facility. A
training session for new volunteers
will take place in the next couple
weeks, so anyone who wants to get
involved should look up Trevor’s

Saving Paws Facebook group.
And still another group of volunteers spent a couple of hours
on Saturday at Brewster Village as
part of Glamour Gals. This is a new
ongoing opportunity on campus
organized by sophomore Tammy
Tran.
Students have the opportunity to spend some time chatting
with the ladies at Brewster Village
and making them feel special for
the day. Activities include painting
nails and doing makeup, but even
those who don’t consider themselves stylists are encouraged to
volunteer.
With the cold and dreary winter weather, second term may just
be the perfect time to volunteer.

See VCSC on page 5
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Senior Class Reflection

How my story may be like yours

5

The secret lives of our profs:
Professor of Physics Douglas Martin
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Breanna Skeets

for The Lawrentian
____________________________________

My goal in coming to Lawrence
wasn’t just to “go to college.” My
goal was to “graduate college” —
and now the time is finally here.
I can’t believe it. I’ll spare you the
details of my trials here, but I am
proud of the fact that I am the first
in my family to go to college and to
graduate! Although you may not be
first, and you certainly are not the
last, graduating college is quite a
celebration! We all know that graduating Lawrence is something to be
proud about — or at least we are
trying to convince ourselves of that
fact in the middle of the winter.
I want to share a little of my
experience in the hopes that you
can relate, somewhere, somehow.
We have shared this campus. Even
if I never knew your name, even if I
never spoke to you, even if I never
saw you… we shared this campus.
Most recently, we shared the icy
sidewalks similar to ice skating
rinks while walking to class, or we
walked through the same crunchy
leaves while going to Warch in the
fall, or we stayed up late trying to
finish that last minute assignment.
My time at Lawrence has been
a memorable and unforgettable
experience. I remember my freshman year coming here and not
knowing a single soul. I met all
of my best friends from my first
residence hall, Plantz, and kept in
touch with others from Kohler and
Ormsby. I am proud to say that
I have lived with the same roommate for the past four years —
well, three but she’s in my quad
this year!
Campus has changed quite a
bit since being here. As a freshman
I ate in Jason Downer Commons,
and then sophomore year, we
moved into Andrew Commons. It’s
difficult to believe we, the class
of 2012, are the last class to have
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When you dedicate time to helping others, you not only brighten
their day, but you also reap the
benefits of a serious mood boost.
As Crean explained, “For a lot
of people that aren’t connected
to Lawrence, it’s good for your
mental health to make those connections and help others. I think
everyone gets a lot of satisfaction
out of helping others, whether
it’s for just three hours at an SOS

used Downer for our dining facility. Also, the fact that ColmanLandis is no longer the health center, and that Harmony Café is two
blocks away! Campus will continue
to change and by the time I come
back for the 10 year reunion, it will
be different, too!
I sincerely hope that in my
time at Lawrence, I have touched
the lives of others. I spent my time
either at Wilson House in my one
of many admission jobs — where I
may have spoken to you as a prospective student! — or through
LUCC, where I couldn’t quite get
enough of the craziness included
in a student governing body. Or
maybe you saw me in my prime in
the geology department.
I think that the purpose of life
is to touch the lives of others and
enhance their lives with your wisdom, your smile, your story. So,
take the time to talk to someone
that you may never see again, sit
down and enjoy a conversation
with a friend, or say hi to one of
the many friendly staff that make
this campus go round!
My parting advice to up and
coming Lawrentians is to have fun,
but remember why you’re on campus. You’re here at this wonderful
school because you want an education. Whether it be in a guaranteed
job placement field — like music
education — or in a field that you
simply love, like history, pursue it
with passion and enjoy your time
with your professors, embrace
your friendships and continue
doing all things Lawrence-like.
I will remember my time here
at Lawrence, as I’m sure that others
will remember. We will remember
the hard times, the happy times,
the sad times, and above all, our
time. So, take your time and enjoy
your time at Lawrence. Count
down the days for a celebration
but embrace the world in which
you’ve lived your life for the past
few years!
event, or as part of an ongoing
opportunity.”
The Lawrence community is
dedicated to giving back, and
there are all kinds of ways to get
involved. Keep your eyes open
for information on February’s
Saturday of Service.
For even more on volunteering at Lawrence, visit the VCSC
website, which is frequently
updated with one time and ongoing service opportunities. No
matter how much time you can
commit, there is definitely something for everyone.
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Rachel Young

Staff Writer
________________________________

Douglas Martin is an assistant professor of physics at
Lawrence University originally
from Denver. He received his
bachelor’s degree at Pomona
College in California in physics
and mathematics and his graduate degree at the University of
Texas. His postdoctoral work
was completed at Brandeis
University in Boston in biochemistry. He has been a professor at Lawrence for five
years.
Young: Have you always
been interested in science and
math?
Martin: When I was growing up, I was reasonably good
at math. I had a genealogical
advantage in that my father was
a math professor. Of course, I
don’t know if there was actually
any real genetics involved, but
I was always exposed to math
at home.
In addition, I was always
interested in how nature worked
and how electronics worked,
and I had a wonderful physics teacher in high school. He
taught the first physics class I
ever took, and he would always
assign fun projects that were
only loosely related to physics,
such as how to drop an egg out
of a window without breaking
it, or how to build a balsa wood
and tissue paper airplane and
make it fly.
These were hands-on projects where there was physics involved but weren’t solely
focused on physics. Similarly, I
found in college that I enjoyed
the application of physics much
more than the mathematics
side of it.
Young: So why pursue biochemistry as a graduate degree?
Martin: Well, that was serendipity! In high school, the
subject that I liked least was
biology. What really stuck with
me about biology was learning

to draw pictures of what I had
seen under a microscope. The
technique for drawing them
was all about stippling, and I
couldn’t stand it.
However, when I went to
graduate school, it turned out
that I really liked a particular lab. I decided that I would
join that lab, but then, after I
got there, I realized that I had
forgotten it was a biophysics
lab because the lab was such a
good fit.
At the end of my graduate
work, which was really doing
biological physics, a science
that physicists say isn’t physics, and biologists say isn’t biology, I spoke with several colleagues who said that biochemistry would be the way to go
if I wanted to learn what biology was and learn how to solve
problems that were biologically
relevant. So that’s what I did. I
learned in college that if there
is a good professor, I’m interested in anything, even if it isn’t
strictly physics related.
Young: What do you do
when you aren’t teaching?
Martin: There are two
important activities that fill up
my free time. The first, and the
most important, is that I have
two small children, and I spend
a lot of time playing with them.
That’s a very enjoyable part of
my life.
The second thing that I like
to do is run. I’m a member of
the faculty running group, and
in addition to running the Fox
Cities Marathon last fall, I also
ran a 50-mile relay with the
group in October called the
“Fall 50.” The race starts at the
tip of Door County and then
runs down to Sturgeon Bay.
I haven’t always been a runner, but I was looking for something to do after my second
child was born, so two years
ago I decided that I would sign
up for a marathon, and that
once I signed up, I wouldn’t be
able to back out. Since then,
I’ve raced in 5K and 10K races
locally, and for me, a 5K is

much harder than a marathon,
because in a marathon I can
go much more slowly. Running
outside is wonderful, though
getting up at 6 a.m. when it’s
only 10 degrees outside can be
challenging!
Young: What do you like to
listen to when you run, or in
your free time?
Martin: I always listen to
one podcast, “The Economist,”
which is from News Magazine.
Each week someone reads it
from cover to cover, and I
always have that on my iPod.
Otherwise, depending on what
mood I’m in, I like electronic
music, or hair bands from the
‘80s.
Young: Do you have a favorite post-run snack?
Martin: I don’t like eating
right after I run, so I wait until
an hour or so afterwards, and
by then I’m so hungry that I
just grab whatever is convenient. Lately my favorite meal
has been bahn mi, which is a
Vietnamese sandwich with side
pork from a local farm, daikon radishes, julienned carrots,
cilantro and a few other things.
Young: What do you think
is different about teaching a
science at a liberal arts school
than, say, at an R1 institution?
Martin: I love how earnest
the students are at Lawrence;
they are so dedicated to being
here. I’m currently working on
a paper that follows up on
some research I published with
a Lawrence student who graduated a few years ago.
There is definitely a difference at Lawrence because
there are different amounts of
content covered in a major, but
we do a great job at Lawrence
exploring how to think about
science and not just how to
crank through a particular
problem. We want to work to
understand the fields we’re
interested in rather than just
producing a solution to a problem.
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Staff Editorial
Internship opportunities
At the beginning of Winter Term, the Conservatory of Music proudly launched its new program:
Conservatory2. Conservatory2 gives students internship opportunities for the summer, which are
funded and organized by the university. The program was launched in response to student feedback asking to expand programs like the LU-R1 program for the sciences.
With Conservatory2, students can apply for internships with the New York Jazz Academy,
Carnegie Hall and Deep Listening Institute. The funding for this new program was provided by the
Olga Herberg Administrative Trust.
We at The Lawrentian are thrilled about this new program, but we wish that there were more
organized opportunities like this for students across all departments, such as students studying
the humanities and social sciences. Currently, LU-R1 and Conservatory2 only cater to science and
music students. These programs are wonderful for the students they do serve, but they do not
relate to a wide variety of majors — even though Conservatory2 is open to non-music majors.
The Career Center offers help to all students looking for internships, but it does not provide
students with a funded internship program sponsored by Lawrence. Internships are a vital part of
a student’s undergraduate education. However, they can be extremely hard to organize and find
funding for, even with the guidance of the Career Center.
The humanities departments lack a centralized internship program like Conservatory2, so students are left on their own to organize such opportunities. We at The Lawrentian believe that all
hardworking and high achieving students regardless of major should have access to programs
similar to LU-R1 and Conservatory2. Perhaps Lawrence could become affiliated with graduate institutions to expand internship opportunities for undergrad students in the humanities and social
sciences.
We are excited about the new Conservatory2 program and the unique opportunities it brings
to Lawrence students, but in the future, we would like to see more programs like Conservatory2
developed for the rest of the student body.

Focusing students’ education
on life after school
Alan Duff

Staff Writer
____________________________________

PHOTO
POLL

We’re all in college, so that
means we either want to make
some money, learn a bit more
about the world and the things
we love, are trying to make someone happy — or any combination
thereof. With this come issues of
paying for college and deciding
how to apply what we learn in the
workforce.
When I heard Obama’s State of
the Union Address and his solution to education, I admired that
he wanted to address the problem, daunting though it is. In his
speech, Obama laid out his desire
for community colleges to become
“places that teach people skills
that local businesses are looking
for right now,” quality teachers to
be rewarded and schools to stop
teaching to the test.
Obama also stated, “Higher
education can't be a luxury — it's
an economic imperative that every
family in America should be able
to afford.”
These were all nice sound
bytes and generalizable goals that

seemed appealing, but I believe the
education disparity can be solved
without assuming that every
American should go to college.
Throwing money at colleges,
only to deplete already-troubled
state budgets, is something that
no one wants. Obama wants colleges to lower tuitions, although
decreasing them with taxpayer
money is not what his aim is.
This means that the problem
of public schools getting their budget cuts would be transferred over
to colleges, as they would try to
get their tuitions under reign. As
colleges would begin to lower their
tuition, they would have to cut
programs, special events, maybe
even start removing scholarships
to comply with federal regulations.
Colleges would also become
less selective in order to get more
students. Larger classes in all colleges would follow. More people
would get a bachelor’s degree that
is becoming more and more necessary to get any job, and subsequently less meaningful. If some-

one wanted to get hired competitively, they would need to get a
master’s degree or a doctorate.
We don’t need an education
race to the top in which the only
way to get employed is for everyone to spend years and years in
college, creating massive piles of
debt for themselves.
Instead, the solution lies in creating the right kind of programs
in public high schools. If we want
students to know skills that “local
businesses are looking for,” we
should offer them in high school.
Make it part of optional programs
that don’t cost the students any
extra to be a part of.
Creating curriculums in high
school that teach more than just
the basics of reading, writing and
arithmetic would allow students to
learn skills that could be used in
the work force once they graduated from high school. Specialization
could even be pursued.

See Education on page 7
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In defense of materialism
Stacey Day

for The Lawrentian
____________________________________

Allow me to say this once and
for all. As a self-respecting, treehugging, dirt-worshipping, filthy
hippie, few things in the world are
more annoying to me than the selfrighteous, spiritually smug, selfstyled gurus who eschew materialism, sanctimoniously sneering at
those who stockpile stuff — even
more than people who abuse alliteration ad nauseam.
What I propose: that loving my
stuff makes me a better person,
morally, ethically, ecologically and
perhaps even spiritually. People
who love their stuff wear jeans
until they are 90 percent holes
and patches, know how their bikes
work and ride them for years, have
one good cast iron frying pan that
lasts 100 years and can change the
oil in their own cars.
What’s more, they are willing
to put their money where their
mouth is, buying one expensive
but high quality item instead of
multiple disposable items. They
save tons of cash as opposed to
consumerists with their fetishes
for plastic-wrapped newness.
Indeed, consumerism, this
“buy-buy-buy” mentality that is the
hallmark of American decadence,
is a completely separate issue from
materialism. Materialism, outside
the philosophy classrooms of Main
Hall, is a love of things, pure and
simple. Consumerism is a love of
the act of accumulating things, the
rat-like instinct in all of us.
Materialism, when disassociated from the drive to buy ever more
and more, can be a beautiful, positive force, enriching our relationships with the stuff we choose to
surround ourselves with.
I see materialism as the ultimate antidote to the ailment of
consumerism, a problem potentially exacerbated by the spiritual
elite who carelessly go through
possessions without ever becoming attached to them. This is not
to say that all Buddhists/aspiringascetics do this, but such a philosophy can lend itself to a wasteful
lifestyle quite easily when watered
down into everyday American life.
What are the advantages of this
lifestyle? Self-sufficiency. Applying
a materialist ethic to your life
affects the way you interact with
your whole world — a fact I learned
remarkably fast when I moved
into Greenfire House. Having a
house, not just a dorm, that I could
become passionately attached to
and love for every last physical
detail, was a wonderful blessing.
With a house as old as Sabin
house, this entailed quickly learn-

ing the inner workings of — and
how to fix — everything from toilets to blown fuses, to broken windows: valuable life skills for the
day when I can no longer wait for
Physical Plant to drive over and fix
it in the morning.
Also, bat trapping. My highly
materialist love of Sabin has taught
me a lot about living with bats.
A less wasteful lifestyle, sufficient to give you total ecologicaljudgment rights over all the consumerist fools out there, is another
fantastic advantage to whole-hog
materialism. The more one is emotionally/sentimentally attached to
something, the less likely one is to
throw it in a landfill.
Why opt for disposable razors
when you could invest in a quality product that could depilate
your face, legs and whatever else
for millennia? We can increasingly enjoy having fewer things;
why have four cheap plastic water
bottles when you could have one
stainless steel thermos that will
last a lifetime?
Last but not least, loving your
stuff results in your stuff loving
you. Taking care of things, repairing them so they last longer, can
create special emotional bonds,
memories and sentimental associations.
Who doesn’t love that one rip
in their jeans because they got
it while climbing over a fence in
an incredibly James-Bond-esque
fashion that one night? What bike
won’t perform better, jam less,
coast more smoothly when oiled
and greased with loving care? What
blanket is better for lulling you
to sleep than one you once cuddled under with your hubby while
watching shooting stars?
In conclusion, I urge you to
take a good look at the stuff you’ve
surrounded yourself with in your
cubby-hole of a dorm room. Do
you love it? Will it last for longer
than the duration of your time at
Lawrence before breaking?
Is it worth your time, money
and energy to repair if it ever
breaks? Use this criteria for buying any new item, and you too can
sneer at the plebeian consumerist
masses, all while deriving more
smug satisfaction from your own
life and possessions than they ever
dreamed of.

”We called a guy in Chicago
and even though he didn’t
help us, half our team
became Facebook friends
with him.”
-Peter Thurlow

”Streaking through the
Plantz lobby with my best
friends!”
-Pustulio (Plantz Monkey)

”The Waffle House that Beta
recreated.”
-Sam Schilsky
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Catholic schools deny
women's access
to birth control
Nathan Lawrence

for The Lawrentian
____________________________________

When it comes to birth control
pills, every woman must choose for
herself if she wants to use them.
However, Fordham University in
New York, New York apparently
disagrees.
According to a The New York
Times report on Jan. 30, it is the
policy of Fordham University and
many similar Jesuit schools across
the country to deny prescriptions
for birth control pills for any student — regardless of need — in
order to enforce Roman Catholic
tenets on contraception.
This policy can have severe
consequences. At Georgetown
University, where a similar policy
is in place, a student suffering
from polycystic ovary syndrome
could no longer afford the pill, so
she stopped taking it. The resulting cyst that formed in one of her
ovaries over a matter of months
was so large that the entire ovary
had to be surgically removed.
It seems to me that in cases
like these, the school’s doctor is
violating one of the profession’s
most important mantras: Do no
harm. It is a doctor’s duty to help
people, not hurt them. Refusing
someone the medication they
need, be that birth control or any
other kind of medication, is potentially very harmful.
A child born unto a mother
who didn’t want a child, but just
couldn’t get the pill she needed to
make sure it didn’t happen, would
certainly be at a disadvantage from
the beginning of his or her life.
Furthermore, the mother, who
worked so hard to put herself
through school, would be forced

Education
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Local high schools could
work with local employers to
teach students basic entrylevel knowledge for desired
fields, and businesses could
then take over a student’s
education upon graduation
to fulfill their specific job
requirement.
This approach would

to take a break from her studies or risk letting her grades and
the baby suffer from her divided
attention. Worst of all, a woman
like the student at Georgetown
University could have her body
seriously damaged from the lack
of medication.
Doctors need to ask themselves if working to uphold religious beliefs is more important
than saving and improving lives.
These students have a right to the
medication they need, when they
need it.
It would take a very poor doctor to overlook a genuine need in
favor of school policy, even a religious one. If the choice between
religious tenets and improving
human lives ever comes up, the
answer should be obvious: The
quality of life for a human being
is far more important than a single rule.
The article in The New York
Times also brings up another
important point: Four out of ten
pregnancies in the United States
are aborted. It seems that Catholic
schools have two of their values
to choose from: They can prevent
hundreds or even thousands of
abortions each year, or they can
cling to their rejection of all forms
of contraception and perpetuate a
system which does not help anybody.
The students may have won
their battle against Fordham
University last week, but the victory remains hollow: The only fruit
of their hard work is a page on the
school website that now explains
the school’s policy on birth control pills. The rest of the story is
far from over; schools across the
country continue to deny students
basic access to birth control pills.

save students’ and employers’ time and money in certain fields, and prevent a
college education race from
spiraling out of control.
Obama was right, though —
our education system needs
fixing, and we need to stop
teaching to paper tests and
instead focus on what really
should matter to students:
their lives after school.

Letter to the Editor
Every Lawrentian is quirky; you’re in denial if you think otherwise. The quirk isn’t a bad thing.
It is why many of us decided to come here, and why many of us love it here. Yet, sometimes this
quirky bubble we live in needs a reality check.
A good example of this problem is theme group housing. Any group of students may apply for
a theme house, which must represent a unique idea, benefit the campus in some way and enhance
the liberal arts ideals. Last year, the housing committee approved the Gaming House.
While this house idea is definitely unique and quirky, does it benefit campus or enhance liberal arts ideals? Gaming House does provide a social space that benefits students who like to play
games, but how much value does that have at an institution of higher education?
Should the University utilize its facilities in this way? Lawrence’s description of liberal learning
says: “The privilege of liberal learning is the freedom to choose; the challenge of liberal learning
is to choose responsibly.”
The Spanish Immersion House lost the house to Gaming House. As a group of students dedicated to improving their language skills in order to create positive social change for Hispanics, a
Spanish theme house would have greatly impacted those students’ lives and provided them with
the tools to engage with Lawrence and the world.
As a member who applied for the Spanish Immersion House, I was crushed when a group of
students who likes playing games was given a house over a group that was passionate about a
language that has the ability to impact so many.
While I don’t think college is a place that should be all work and no play, there are times when
the “quirk” oversteps its bounds, and interferes with our sense of the real world.
Lawrence should show us how to incorporate the quirk realistically in our lives after college.
What does Lawrence really value at its core, being quirky for quirk’s sake, or using its quirks to
foster something valuable for its students’ futures?
- Drew Donica ‘13

Prescribing Adderall:
The challenges of the easy way out
Daniel Perret-Goluboff

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Quite a few of our nation’s
youth are prescribed attentionaiding drugs such as Ritalin and
Focalin — roughly three million of
them, to be more specific. At first
glance, these numbers might seem
not all that shocking, but they warrant further inquiry.
It may be the case that each of
those three million young people
truly warrant a prescription to
help them focus, but I sincerely
doubt it. Rather, I would wager
that close analysis of the situation
reveals that America is over-prescribing these medications at an
alarming rate.
Do the youth of our country
truly require this heavy a load of
prescription drugs?
Over the past three decades,
there has been a twenty-fold
increase in the consumption of
attention-aiding drugs in America,
and the vast majority of these prescriptions are written for young
adolescents.
The drugs have become popular based on their ability to
increase productivity and concentration, but new studies have
shown that these results may not

be what they seem.
Attention-aiding drugs such
as Ritalin, Adderall and Focalin
have long been thought to increase
a person’s ability to concentrate,
but we now know that this is not
true in the longterm. The drugs
have gained immense popularity
among college students because of
their usefulness for cramming for
exams, but this may actually be all
that they are good for.
According to The New York
Times, it has been shown that
when these drugs are administered
to a given party over a long period
of time, they do very little to actually increase the person’s capacity to retain information or stay
task-oriented. It has also now been
proven that these drugs do nothing to reduce troublesome behavioral patterns in youth — as they
were once thought to.
As if the argument forming
against these drugs wasn’t convincing enough, it has been shown
that the body’s tolerance to these
substances builds rather quickly,
causing a patient to either continually up their dosage or lose the
desired effect after only several
months of repeated use.
Given that this information
exists as public record, one wonders why our country continues

“When we had a big dance
party right before the
Garruda questions.”
-Inanna Craig-Morse

“Learning that the LU
Basketball team is pretty
darn good at
basketball.”
-Steven Stein

”Starting to play at hour
42 after returning from
Björklunden.”
-Liz Vidulich
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“Throwing Jake Fisher’s
beard a medal-themed
beard-mitzvah.”
-Sam Lewin

to pump the youth full of these
substances with reckless abandon.
The answer exists in a combination
of factors that should come as no
surprise. All children struggle with
focusing and staying task-oriented
at some point, regardless of their
individual capacity to learn.
More often than not, these
moments of inability are not the
result of some sort of organic,
inborn disorder, but rather simple
boredom at the tasks that they are
presented with. Depression, anxiety, boredom, anger and confusion
are all as likely to be a cause of this
phenomenon as any sort of attention deficit disorder.
We as a nation need to realize that writing off our youth by
sending them out the door with a
prescription for low-grade speed
is not the answer to our problem.
More benefit could certainly come
from simply observing each of
these children as individual learners and catering to their needs
accordingly.
It’s time for us to wake up and
stop attempting to solve our problems through prescription medication. All we’re doing is putting off
finding a real solution.

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
community members who
wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions piece
except for the staff editorial, which represents a
majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit
their own opinions using
the parameters outlined in
the masthead.
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Book
Review:
“The Art of
the Racing
in the Rain”
Natalie Schermer

Staff Writer
____________________________________

There are a lot of reasons for
me not to like “The Art of Racing
in the Rain.” It’s heavily focused
on auto racing, as in NASCAR and
Formula 1. Not exactly my thing.
And the protagonist is a middleaged man named Denny with a
wife and child — not really someone I can relate to. But Garth Stein
chose such a genius method of
narration that I picked up the book
despite knowing it was about racing, and I never had any regrets.
“The Art of Racing in the Rain”
is told from the point of view of
Enzo, Denny’s dog, and it is told
in such an endearing, poignant
way that no dog lover can possibly resist the charm of this book.
And while the plot is seemingly
focused on racing — Denny is a
professional driver and the title is
derived from one of his skills — it
soon becomes apparent that racing
is only a front for everything else
going on in the book.
The plot hinges on the death
of Denny’s wife, Eve, from cancer. This in itself would be terrible
enough, with Denny taking care
of their daughter, Zoe, alone, but
Eve’s parents have never been the
biggest fans of Denny. As soon as
the funeral’s over, they start pulling every single string they can to
gain custody of Zoe. Denny, having trouble with his racing career,
simply doesn’t have the means to
contend with their top-notch legal
support, but is determined to keep
his daughter.
And all of this, every plot
point, is delivered through the allseeing, philosophical eyes of Enzo
the lab/terrier mix. Enzo has spent
his days watching documentaries,
the Weather Channel and countless old racing videos. Now that
he’s older and nearing the end of
his days, he’s a wise old soul, piercing in his observations of humanity and certain that he’s going to
be reincarnated as a human in his
next life.
Having chosen a dog as his
narrator, Stein is able to tell the
story more simply than if he
had chosen a more conventional protagonist. As a dog, Enzo’s
thoughts aren’t as confused with
emotion; he can remember objectively, and his senses are sharper.
Simultaneously, his life is shorter
and his observations more precise, focusing the novel in a way
just not possible with a human
narrator. Aspects that may have
been trite and uninteresting coming from a human seem fresh and
original when told from the simplified perspective of a dog.
And don’t be fooled — just
because Enzo’s dog mind focuses
the book’s emotions doesn’t mean
it simplifies them. This book is
powerful and poignant, possibly
more so because of the slightly
removed, straightforward portrayal of the situation. What could have

See Book Review on page 9
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Azati
SPOTLIGHT Williams
ARTIST

Cameron Carrus

Staff Writer
_________________________________

Arriel “Azati” Williams’ term
has been everything she’s wanted
it to be. She tried out for roles in
various campus productions, and
landed the two she really wanted — Judas in “The Last Days of
Judas Iscariot” and a monologue
in “Features of a Small City.”
“The Last Days of Judas
Iscariot” is a full-length production, reenacting the story
of Judas from the Bible, who
betrays Jesus. The plot is based
around his sin. “We see Judas in
a catatonic state,” said Williams,
“because he is afraid to go to
Hell.”
“Features of a Small City,”
contrary to “Judas,” is a series of
one acts. It was written by another Lawrentian, Sasha Johnston
and her father. Each vignette is
centered around what Williams
calls the “culmination of relationships” and is set in New York
City, which is ironic considering
the play’s title. But Williams says
that the “dramatic scenes focus
on emotion more than anything.
The city is only referred to a couple of times as a backdrop.” The
one acts include monologues,
collaborative skits, live music
and dance.
Williams said that it’s been
a pleasure of working with
Johnston, with whom she is very
close friends. “I take directions
well, and our chemistry is great.
[Johnston] is adamant about
what she wants, but in a very
positive way. She wants to present her story the best she can,
while bringing out the best in
everyone else.”
Williams’ presence in these
two productions highlights the

versatility of her acting. The
approach she takes is very different in one acts than in larger
productions. “I am much more
critical of myself when performing one acts. I have a lot less time
to communicate to my audience
who the character actually is. I
have to do it in a monologue over
the course of six minutes.”
“Judas” is more of a team
effort. Williams says that she
must “understand the dynamic
of the scene and feed off of the
other cast members,” rather than
internalize the essence of a character all on her own.
Character development is a
process that is very important to
Williams as an artist and as a person. She prefers to develop her
characters while she is alone, but
she is very open to taking suggestions from the director and then
revisiting the concepts in her privacy. “I do a lot of meditation on
the development of my characters through thinking, breathing
and reading. As an English major,
words mean a lot to me.”
Williams spoke further about
reading: “When you read, you
learn a lot more about yourself,
and the more you know about
yourself the better you will be
able to embody your character.
The deeper you delve into your
own spiritual journey, the better
your acting will be.”
Williams started acting in
high school, and she has since
expanded her acting repertoire,
landing roles in “The Vagina
Monologues,” “The Wedding
Band,” “For Colored Girls Who
Have Considered Suicide when
the Rainbow is Enuf” and other
parts in a number of senior projects. She still keeps in touch with
her high school director, serving

Photo by Fanny Lau

as his TA during breaks, where
she gets some more acting tips to
further hone her skills.
Williams looks forward to her
performances in “Features of a
Small City” on Feb. 17 and 18,
and “The Last Days of Judas
Iscariot” on March 9 and 10. She

is also enthusiastic about opening others up to their spiritual
selves through the arts and is
planning on creating a spoken
word and poetry group on campus.

Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble explore new territory
Paul Smirl

Staff Writer
____________________________________

On Friday, Jan. 28, Lawrence’s
Symphonic Band and Wind
Ensemble took the stage for their
first concert of 2012, “Heroes and
Explorations.” Broadly titled, yet
aesthetically fitting, the lengthy
two-part program traversed vast
sonic territory, as the two groups
explored a range of sounds and
instrumentations, while taking
time to feature two of Lawrence’s
excellent faculty musicians.
Kicking off the night per
usual was the Lawrence University
Symphonic Band, which strutted
out with the contemporary piece
“Mr. Atlas” by guest conductor,
Andrew Rindfleisch. Inspired by
bodybuilder and exercise guru
Charles Atlas, whose 1940’s comic
book ads advertized a “you can
achieve anything” attitude, the
piece evoked a growing sense of
triumph, as the ensemble developed a burgeoning muscular force.
The Symphonic Band closed

Photo by Will Melnick

their part of the night by exhibiting Hector Berlioz’s last work, the
1840 piece, “Symphonie Funebre
et Triomphale.” Originally commissioned to honor victims of the
France July Revolution of 1830,

the three-part selection featured
the superb trombone playing of
Associate Professor of Music Nick
Keelan.
Next up on the docket was
the Lawrence University Wind

Ensemble, who opened strongly
with Samuel Barber’s “Overture
to ‘The School for Scandal.’” A
vibrantly melodic piece featuring

See Bands on page 9
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A&E Goes Abroad

Peter and Sam reflect on musical experiences during their time abroad

Time traveling through Portuguese jazz history
Sam Lewin

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Last summer, I went to Portugal
in the 1970s. What!? That statement is logically impossible, but as
I listened to Portuguese jazz musicians, audience members, promoters, and critics describe life under
Portugal’s dictatorship — which
was in power from 1932-1974 —
I often felt like I was traveling
through time.
Interviewees
walked
me
through detailed accounts of politics and jazz under authoritarianism, and I thoroughly enjoyed listening; after all, I find jazz history
and politics to be equally fascinating subjects. I felt privileged to
be given access to such personal
stories, and I knew that they could
shed light on important questions
about the relationship between
music and politics.
However, as much as I enjoyed
living in the ‘70s, I often found
myself gravitating towards the contemporary Portuguese jazz scene.
I went to festivals and concerts

almost every night and listened
to jazz, free-jazz and other gutsy,
improvised music that was unlike
anything I had ever heard before.
Portugal’s 2011 jazz scene was
happening. The Jazz em Agosto
Festival last August, for example,
consistently hosted large, enthusiastic and young audiences who
lapped up raw and confrontational
music. Acts like Peter Brotzmann’s
Hairy Bones, Ken Vandermark —
and my personal favorite, Little
Women — played improvised
music that occupied the boundaries between aggressive free-jazz,
hardcore rock and metal. Their
intense sets left no room for banter. Little Women took this to the
extreme: They walked on stage,
sat cross-legged, meditated for five
minutes, walked to their instruments, shredded for over an hour
and walked off.
It was weird music, but the
audiences loved it. They gave
Vandermark’s group three encores
before one of his guitarists started
bleeding, and they lined up to buy
free-jazz records after each show

— a scene that nearly replicated my
craziest musical fantasies.
Jazz em Agosto was only one
of 14 jazz festivals in Portugal in
2011, and each festival catered to
specific niches within the broader
jazz category. Better yet, many of
these festivals were at least partially sponsored by government arts
subsidies. Although the country’s
economic crisis has forced government cuts, the remnants still put
U.S. arts funding to shame.
But the success of 21st century jazz in Portugal made me even
more curious about what the jazz
community was like during the
dictatorship. Did it even exist? Did
jazz’s musical freedom, embodied
by its emphasis on improvisation
and individual expression, provide
a means of subversion?
As I talked to more people, I
gradually gained a better understanding of pre-1974 jazz. Perhaps
unsurprisingly, I heard a number of
depressing stories; political police
regularly intimidated musicians
and once shut down a popular jazz
club on a formality. Plus, quite a

few jazz musicians were sent to
Africa to fight in Portugal’s colonial wars.
But there were also moments
of triumph, like when bassist
Charlie Haden endorsed the Black
Liberation Movements of Angola,
Mozambique and Guinea in front
of thousands of screaming fans
— though he was subsequently
arrested at the airport the next
day. There were also more than
a few humorous anecdotes. One
jazz critic who had worked in film
explained how an elderly censor
fell asleep during a screening and
missed full-frontal nudity.
I learned a lot about jazz and
politics in Portugal, but rather than
trying to cram it into a few small
paragraphs, I’d like to tell some
of the stories in my next few columns. These stories shed light on
jazz under Portugal’s dictatorship,
but they also taught me profound
lessons about topics like freedom,
resistance and fear. I think these
lessons can inform our appreciation of jazz in 2012 as well as life
in general.

Life on the borders of the U.K.’s underground music scene
Peter Boyle

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Part of the reason I chose to
study abroad in London was the
cultural bounty the city has, particularly in my academic disciplines of English literature, art
history and film. I am also, as
my articles for this section make
plain, a music nerd — the guy who
can rattle off several British bands
unheard of to most people I know.
In some ways that was the
impetus of my trip, to go see what
treasures I had yet to unearth. My
results didn’t necessarily match
my expectations — there were
only two CDs in my bags when I
returned — but London had plenty
to offer, as did the other cities I
visited.
Early on in the program, we’d
been strolling back from the pub
when I happened on a flyer at
a bus stop. The postcard-sized
advertisement was for a club night
called White Heat at Madame
Jojo’s, a renowned venue in the
seedier Soho district. Several of

us decided to give it a try that
week, and we were greeted with
a comfortable scene: a few bands,
mostly regional acts, kicking off
the night; DJs playing things like
LCD Soundsystem and Erasure,
Metronomy and even an unfortunate Lana Del Rey remix; a plethora of young British people out for
an evening in which they didn’t
have to compromise their taste to
dance.
White Heat was a big hit among
our London Centre group, and a
bunch of us even went to see
STRFKR and Com Truise there, a
laughably Amerocentric billing to
find in London. They made us feel
at home, and they simultaneously
made us curious why popular taste
seems better in the U.K.
As an avid record shopper,
on the other hand, I wasn’t interested in finding anything familiar.
In my travels I sought only the
strictly regional releases, the stuff
I would never hear of back in the
States. While in London I didn’t
do much in the way of browsing;
I’d made my requisite pilgrimage

on a previous trip in 2006, to
the legendary Rough Trade record
store. Former home of the Rough
Trade Records imprint, which gave
the world records by the immortal Smiths and the legendary Fall.
Rough Trade is the first and last
word in British independent music.
Though I didn’t acquire anything in London, I kept my eyes
and my wallet open on a trip to
Glasgow. The third in a trio of legendary U.K. music scenes, along
with London and Manchester,
Glasgow thrives on its universityrooted young creative population,
its rough-and-tumble reputation,
and its relative affordability.
The hostel I’d booked was only
a block away from the beloved Nice
n’ Sleazy, not only an outstandingly cheap bar but also a venerable
spot for the best Glaswegian bands
to show their stuff. Members of
Mogwai and Franz Ferdinand have
sipped the £2.50 White Russians
at Sleazy’s, and I was proud to join
their ranks.
Knowing some great music has
come from the city, I made sure to

try and find a local release, and the
internet guided me to LoveMusic,
formerly part of the Avalanche
Records franchise.
While I was there they played
“Greater Inventions” by For Abel,
a blast of clean, melodic guitar
rock that I immediately purchased.
Frontman Rob Armstrong has the
arresting baritone great post-punk
singers often employ, and Darren
Foy plays drums with the fast,
precise style that made everyone
go nuts for the Arctic Monkeys
six years ago. I never would have
heard “Greater Inventions” had I
not made it to Glasgow, which
would have been a shame.
My experience abroad wasn’t
entirely informed by the U.K.
music underground, but I can’t
deny it brought me real excitement to go beyond the New York
scene I’ve grown accustomed to.
Any Lawrentian stands to benefit
from a study abroad experience,
and if you’re a discerning listener
like me you could do a lot worse
than shipping out to London for a
few months.
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continued from page 8
various woodwinds, Barber’s
overture was a clear highlight
of the night. Meant to mirror the essence of Richard
Brinsley Sheridan’s play of the
same name, “Overture to ‘The
School for Scandal’” was a fitting selection for the “Heroes
and Explorations” theme, as
the piece musically investigates an array of character
personalities.
Following the Barber, the
Wind Ensemble plunged into
Jennifer Higdon’s oboe concerto, featuring Professor of
Music and Teacher of Oboe
Howard Niblock. Known for
his work in musical aesthetics, Niblock proved to be a
key contributor to “Heroes
and Explorations,” displaying
a fantastic, heroic solo performance.
Furthermore, the Wind
Ensemble investigated the
heroic implications death
and afterlife in the 1988
work “Ascension” by James
Mobberley. A noted electroacoustic, fixed media piece,
“Ascension” greatly contrasted
the rest of the program in aesthetic terms, coupling a small
acoustic ensemble with prerecorded synthesized sounds.
While these sounds occasionally came across as overly separate from the ensemble, there
were undoubtedly moments
of sheer brilliance, including
one particularly giant wash of
sound that took full advantage
of the range of colors at hand.
The Wind Ensemble’s last
exploration of the night was
a medley of three marches:
Beethoven’s “Zapfenstreich,”
Wagner’s “Trauermusik,” and
John Philip Sousa’s “George
Washington
Bicentennial
March.” While less exploratory
than the previous pieces, the
Wind Ensemble demonstrated
a powerful performance nonetheless.
Overall, “Heroes and
Explorations” was an excellent
concert featuring a diverse
range of styles and featured
performers. While the concert’s length may have been a
detriment, the both ensembles
musically executed well while
examining a plethora of philosophical themes.

Book Review

continued from page 8
been a slightly mushy, overly dramatic novel becomes a
philosophical portrait of man
and man’s best friend.
Stein’s writing should
appeal to any dog- or animallover: It truly reads like a book
narrated by a dog. But Enzo’s
life spent among and watching humans has made him
an expert in humanity, lending credence to his insightful observations on everything
from life, death, time and love.
I’d say pick up this book if you
like dogs, but that’s really only
the beginning — pick up this
book if you like reading beautiful stories about humans.
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Women's basketball drops games to Carroll and St. Norbert
Mackenzie Dwyer

Staff Writer
____________________________________

The women’s basketball team
struggled to keep up against their
Midwest Conference opponents
this week, losing to both Carroll
University and St. Norbert College.
These games held the team at the
bottom of the standings with a
conference record of 1-11 and an
overall record of 1-16.
Freshman Chioma Ejimkonye
paced the Vikings in their game
against St. Norbert with 11 points,
followed closely by freshman
Kassidy Rinehart with 10 points.
Sophomore Amber Lisowe led the
team with seven rebounds, fol-

lowed by junior Cathy Kaye who
had four rebounds.
The Vikings struggled with
shooting, hitting only 16 out of
57 from the floor. St. Norbert took
control just five minutes into the
game and pulled ahead throughout the first half, taking the teams
into break with 52-21 lead over the
Vikings. This lead was strengthened in the second half with little
fight from the Vikings, at one point
reaching a shocking 49 point difference. Sealed with a jumper by
Rinehart, the game ended 89-45, a
44 point Viking defeat.
Junior Becca Anderson said,
“St. Norbert is a good team, as
they are undefeated except for
UW-Oshkosh. However, we made

them look a lot better than they
are. The team played hard for 40
minutes, but we have to work on
scoring.”
The team’s troubled shooting
carried into their game against
Carroll, leading to a harsh 33-64
loss. Carroll grabbed the lead with
a layup four minutes into the game
and held it until their 64-33 victory
over the Vikings.
Lisowe paced the Vikings with
10 points, eight of which were
free throws. Kaye followed with
seven points and Rinehart had six.
Freshman Presley Neuman lead the
team for rebounds with eight, and
Ejimkonye had seven.
Lawrence hit only nine of the
40 shots taken, scoring 22.5 per-

cent from the floor for the game.
The team had 42 turnovers against
Carroll, which ties the school
record from 1982 against the
University of Miami.
Anderson
sarcastically
remarked, “As much as we are
thrilled to hold the record for turnovers in a game, we need to work
on fundamentals. Simple things
such as passing shouldn’t be an
issue.”
The Vikings face up against
Ripon (6-6, 7-10), Lake Forest (8-8,
7-5 MWC) and Illinois College
(5-12, 5-7 MWC) at Alexander Gym
this week, hopefully to secure a
few more wins for the season.

Swimming places well at Wisconsin Private College Championships
Tyler Gasper

Staff Writer
____________________________________

The men and women of
Lawrence University’s swim team
put forth a good performance
at the Wisconsin Private College
Championships held at Carthage
last weekend on Jan. 28. After a
day of competition against five
opposing swim teams, the men
repeated their second place finish with 137 total points, and
the women took third place with
97 points. Head Coach Andrew
Fleek noted that the team had
some great performances over the
course of the meet.
On the women’s side, Taylor
Winter continued to do well, taking first place in the women’s
1,650-yard freestyle with a time
of 18:08.06, second in the 500yard freestyle, and fifth in the
100-yard butterfly. Also for the

women, Hannah Gabriel took second place in the women’s 200-yard
freestyle after finishing with a time
of 2:01.15, and third in both the
500-yard freestyle and 1,650-yard
freestyle.
Finally, the Lawrence women’s
200-yard medley freestyle relay
team consisting of Julia Heller,
Chelsea Hameister, Lisa Nikolau
and Winter took third place in the
event after swimming for a combined time of 1:48.22.
For the men, Evan Flack
snagged second place in the men’s
200-yard freestyle with a time of
1:52.09 and third in the 100-yard
butterfly, while Charlie Mann took
third place in the men’s 100-yard
freestyle. In addition, Peter Brengel
nabbed first place in the men’s
200-yard backstroke after swimming for a final time of 2:03.90,
while also taking second place
in the 100-yard backstroke and

Staff Writer
____________________________________

The men’s hockey team traveled to Ashland, Wis. last weekend, Jan. 27-28, to take on the
Northland College Lumberjacks in
a two game series. The Vikings
posted a solid 3-0 win the first
game and stole a thriller in the second 3-2 with some late game heroics. Lawrence now has an overall
record of 7-9-3 with a 6-5-3 record
in the Midwest Collegiate Hockey
Association Conference.
Posting an impressive defensive showing, the Vikings kept the
Lumberjacks out of the net during

all of game one. Lawrence also had
more than enough scoring power
as they tallied a 45-29 edge in
shots. Freshman forward Gustav
Lindgren struck first with a goal
at the 15:14 mark in the game off
of assists from freshman forward
Austin Rohaly and senior forward
Matt Hughes.
In the second period, junior
forward Phil Bushbacher got a goal
of his own off of assists from
junior forward Brad Scurfield and
sophomore defenseman William
Thoren. In the third period, the
Vikings insured their win when
Scurfield scored on a power play
for the Vikings off an assist from
Thoren.
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fourth in the 50-yard freestyle.
Finally, the Lawrence men’s
200-yard medley team, consisting
of Brengel, Cameron Gmehlin, Pat
Vincent and Mann took first place
in that event after finishing with a

combined time of 1:42.82.
After the performances put
forth by both the men and women
at this meet, Fleek feels confident

See Swimming on page 11

This proved plenty of security for freshman goaltender Peter
Emery, who made 29 saves en
route to his second shutout of the
season. This capped off a remarkable defensive effort by Lawrence
as they held Northland to 0-for-7
on the power play.
The next day, Northland came
out looking for revenge and struck
first with a goal at the 15:57 mark
in the first period. However, sophomore forward Nate Scurfield tallied his first goal of the season
with just 22 seconds left in the
first period off an assist from his
brother, Brad, to even the score.
Both teams remained deadlocked
at 1-1 until the beginning of third

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Last week the Lawrence
University men’s basketball team
played two conference games
against St. Norbert’s College, Jan.
25, and Carroll University, Jan. 28,
going 1-1.
On Wednesday night, playing
in De Pere, Wis. against St. Norbert,
Lawrence trailed by a double-digit
lead going into the break. However,
just six minutes into the second
half, Lawrence chipped the lead
down to six after Davis DeWolfe hit
a big three-pointer.
Unfortunately, it did not get

any closer than that as the Green
Knights went on a 15-0 scoring
run, leaving the score at 56-35 with
less than ten minutes remaining.
Lawrence kept things interesting
as they responded with their own
run that brought them back within
eight points with about five minutes to play. The scoring evened
out from there, and St. Norbert
completed the win with a final
score of 74-65.
Although Lawrence couldn’t
pull off a victory, the team played
well. Four players were close to
finishing the game with doubledoubles, although DeWolfe was the
only player to actually do so (13
points, 10 rebounds). Both Conor

MWC Overall

2011-12 MWC Men’s Basketball
Grinnell
Lake Forest
Ripon
St. Norbert
Carroll
Lawrence
Beloit
Monmouth
Illinois College
Knox

12-1
12-1
8-5
8-5
6-6
6-7
4-8
3-9
2-10
2-11

16-1
16-2
12-6
11-7
10-7
7-10
5-12
5-12
4-13
3-15

Klusendorf (13 points, 8 rebounds)
and Chris Siebert (10 points, 7
rebounds) came close with strong
performances of their own. Tyler
Crisman led Lawrence in overall
scoring with 17 points.
Looking to rebound against
Carroll last Saturday, the team
once again found themselves trailing by double digits at half at Van
Male Field House in Waukesha, Wis.
Lawrence came out of the gates
from half time with all pistons
firing, opening with a 15-4 scoring run, led by Siebert with seven
points. This allowed Lawrence to
take a lead of 53-52.
The team kept pushing and at
one point amassed a 13-point lead.

St. Norbert
Monmouth
Grinnell
Carroll
Lake Forest
Ripon
Illinois College
Knox
Beloit
Lawrence

13-0
9-3
9-4
7-5
7-6
7-6
5-7
4-9
1-11
1-12

15-3
10-7
10-7
8-9
8-9
8-10
5-12
4-14
4-13
1-17

2011-12 MCHA Men’s Hockey
Adrian
MSOE
Marian
Lawrence
Northland
Finlandia
Concordia
Lake Forest

11-2-1
10-3-1
8-3-3
6-5-3
5-7-2
5-9-0
2-10-2
3-11-0

13-5-1
13-5-1
9-6-4
7-9-3
6-10-3
5-13-0
2-14-3
3-16-0

period when the Lumberjacks
scored on the power play after a
Lawrence interference penalty.
With the clock running out,
the Vikings pulled Emery out of
the net in the final minute to
put an extra man on the ice. The
advantage paid off for the Vikings.
Lindgren scored the equalizer off
an assist from Brad Scurfield with
25 seconds left. With Northland
already demoralized, the Vikings
took advantage and got the game
winning goal from senior forward
Sam Johnson just nine seconds
later. Thoren and Hughes were

See Hockey on page 11

Men's basketball splits against St. Norbert and Carroll
Jack Canfield

School

2011-12 MWC Women’s Basketball

Hockey wins two-game series against Northland
John Revis

Standings

However, with only 57 seconds left
in the game Carroll scratched their
way back into it with the score at
91-84. Lawrence did manage to
stunt the comeback by making
their shots from the free throw
line, leading to a 98-88 win.
Siebert finished the game with
18 points, followed by Max Burgess
with 15. DeWolfe finished with
his second double-double in as
many games with 16 points and 11
rebounds.
On the heels of two consecutive road games, the men’s basketball team returned to Appleton to
face Ripon College at Alexander
Gymnasium on Tuesday, Jan. 31,
and won 85-81.

Statistics are courtesy of
www.lawrence.edu and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
February 1, 2012.
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Stevens sets 3,000m
record at UW-Oshkosh
Alex York

Staff Writer
____________________________________

The Lawrence University
record books have once again been
rewritten for Sam Stevens.
The junior from Suamico, Wis.
snapped the 3,000m run record
that had stood for 15 years with his
time of 9:50.83. His run not only
put him in the record books, but it
also catapulted him atop the podium at last Friday’s UW-Oshkosh
Titan Open.
A fiery competitor, Stevens was
well aware of the record and was
aiming to break it from the very
beginning. “Talking to him before
the race,” remarked Head Coach
Jason Fast, “there was no way he
wasn’t going to break the record.”
Stevens was also on the distance
medley relay last year that broke
the school record. Showing his
usual humility, he remarked, “It is
cool breaking a record on my own,
but to do it on a team is a huge
thrill.”
Stevens’ race wasn’t the only
excitement of the day. Fast was
very impressed with the women’s
team stating that, “we have people
performing well in just about every
event.” Notably, in the 5,000m run,
senior standout Emily Muhs blazed
to the front of the pack to take
first in a time of 19:17. Also, senior
Mallory Koula’s time of 8.46 in the
60m dash moves her up to 6th in
the conference currently, and her
time of 28.06 in the 200m dash
garnered her third overall.
Building on her exciting start
two weekends ago, freshman Anna
Bolgrien took second in the 60m

Swimming

continued from page 10
that the team will perform well
at the Midwest Conference
Championships, which will be
held Feb. 17-19.

Hockey

continued from page 10
credited with the assists. After
a very dramatic final minute,
the Vikings stole the victory
3-2.
Both victories proved to be
very helpful for Lawrence as
they find themselves back in
second place in the Northern
Division and in the top four
of the conference. It also
could provide a huge home ice
advantage for the Vikings in
case they face Northland again
the playoffs and they are both
tied in the standings at the end
of the season.
Commenting on the win,
freshman defender Mike
Megnia said, “It was important
for us to come out with a lot
of intensity. Playing in a tough
atmosphere up in Ashland,
it was great to see the team

hurdles with her time of 10.09, and
she grabbed fifth in the 200m dash
with her time of 28.87. Junior Rose
Tepper jumped to second place
in the high jump with her leap of
4’11”, and freshman Sam Luebke
took third overall with her 14’3”
long jump.
On the men’s side there were
several pleasant surprises as well.
Sophomore Mike Mangian shaved
a full second off his personal best
with his time of 2:00.12 in the
800m run. This time is the second fastest time ran yet this year
by an athlete of Midwest Athletic
Conference.
Also, back in the 3,000m
run, freshman Kyle Dockery was
breathing down Stevens’ neck with
his time of 8:58, himself only missing the record by a mere five seconds. Senior Tom Coben ran to
second place in the 5000m run
with his time of 16:50.
The meet was an exciting step
forward for the Vikings: On one
hand, the upperclassmen leadership was present in the results, but
on the other hand, the underclassmen had a presence.
Stevens summed up the mood
best when he said, “It will also be
exciting to see how long my record
will stand, as... [Dockery] is constantly improving during his freshman year.” These younger leaders will be crucial for improvement during this and the following
years.
The Vikings will once again
travel to Stevens Point for the
Pointer Invitational this weekend,
Feb. 4-5.

“As a team we had some
great performances at the
Wisconsin Private College
Championships,” said Fleek.
“That makes me very confident as we approach the MWC
meet.”

bounce back and get two exciting wins.”
With the regular season
winding down, playoffs seem
just around the corner and
that is when teams want to
be playing their best hockey. Megnia added, “We need
to continue doing what we’re
doing. We made some positive strides this weekend and
if we continue to stick to the
system, we will be rolling by
playoff time.”
The Vikings have a home
and home series with the
Marian University Sabres,
who are in first place in the
Northern Division, for their
next games.
Lawrence will host on Feb.
3 at 7 p.m. at the Appleton
Family Ice Center and will travel the next day to Fond du Lac
for a 4 p.m. game.
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Athlete of the Week
by Alyssa Onan

MATT HUGHES: Hockey
Year: 2012
Major: Biology
Hometown: Goodrich, Mich.
If you could have any superpower, what would it be and
why?
I would want to fly. Who
wouldn’t want to be able to
do that?
What’s your most memorable hockey moment, either at
LU or before?
My most memorable
moment was scoring the
OT winner this year against
Augsburg.

Photo courtesy of Paul WIlke

Plans for after graduation?
Any hockey?
I would like to end up playing professional hockey somewhere next year, but after that I would like
to go to physical therapy school.
Favorite professional team? Why? Favorite professional player? Why?
Detroit Red Wings. Steve Yzerman. He’s the best leader ever to play.
Who is the team’s biggest rival? What’s the best part about playing them?
Adrian College. The games are fast and physical, and we genuinely don’t like each other.

Successful weekend for LU Fencing
Jenny Angeli

Staff Writer
____________________________________

Last weekend, Jan. 28-29, the
Lawrence University fencing team
traveled to Notre Dame for their
first competition of the season.
Senior Madeline Cooper stated,
“The first tournament of the year
is always a little intimidating. We
get up at 6:15, and we have to start
warming up as soon as we get to
the venue. I try to keep really calm
in the morning so I’m not going
into the first round too nervous.”
The team had a rocky start,
losing freshman starter and previous Korean national team member
Yongwoo Choi to an ankle injury
in the second round. However,
this did not stop Lawrence from

beating some of the toughest
teams in the tournament, including Northwestern, Michigan State,
Cleveland State, Purdue and
Detroit Mercy. In the end the team
placed 4th out of 15, a solid first
showing. Men’s épée and women’s foil both went 6-3, losing to
only Notre Dame, UW-Madison and
Wayne State.
According
to
Assistant
Fencing Coach Alexander Kaeding,
Lawrence had its best tournament
to date, with almost every squad
— except men’s saber — finishing
over .500 and in the top six of 18
schools! On top of that, based on
their performance this weekend,
many of the fencing team members qualified for NCAA Regionals,
which is held at the end of next
month.

When asked how she felt the
team did this weekend and what
they will look to improve on for
upcoming matches Cooper stated,
“I am so proud of the women’s
team this weekend, and so far the
men are doing well also. We have a
lot of new fencers this year, and we
fenced some really good schools
but everyone had a lot of energy
and fenced well.”
Cooper continued, “All of
the experienced fencers really
improved from last year, so I’m
super excited for our upcoming
tournaments! Because we have so
many beginners I want to focus on
nice, clean technique in practice.
I think that will help everyone on
the team.”
The team’s next tournament is
this Feb. 4-5 at Northwestern.

Photo courtesy of Alex Kaeding
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1. “It’s About That Time,” Miles
Davis
This is the second and final
track on my favorite album, “In
A Silent Way.” It’s a very peaceful
album, and the groove the band
plays at the end of “It’s About
Time” will always give me goose
bumps — especially when Tony
Williams kills it during Miles’ final
solo. It’s blissful.
2. “Maybe,” AlasNoAxis
I’ve been into drummer Jim
Black’s band AlasNoAxis for a
while now, but after playing their
tune “Adbear” on Brian Courage’s
recital, I’ve been doing some serious reinvestigation. “Maybe” has
a great melody that’s always resonated with me. I also dig the wash
of distortion and crazy Jim Black
drum fills.
3. “Signed, Sealed, Delivered I’m
Yours,” Stevie Wonder
This is my all-time favorite
song. I can’t listen to it and not
dance — in fact, I’m dance-writing
right now. Stevie Wonder writes
great song,s and this is the greatest.

4. “Area Man,” Matt Wilson
Quartet
I picked up their album “That’s
Gonna Leave a Mark” over winter
break, and I haven’t been able to
stop listening to it. The band —
Jeff Lederer and Andrew D’Angelo
on reeds, Chris Lightcap on bass
and Matt Wilson on drums — just
feels really good. Everything Matt
Wilson does has a deep sense of
groove or swing, but the ridiculous
collective improvisation on “Area
Man” shows that he’s not afraid to
venture into the avant-garde.
5. “Expensive Shit,” Fela Kuti
Maybe in heaven they play Fela
Kuti’s music at frat parties. Kuti
created the Afrobeat genre, which
was easily one of the best inventions of the 20th century. The
funk, horns and raw energy are
just too much. This song is about a
time when Nigerian police planted
a joint on Kuti. Kuti ate it, and the
police tried to examine his feces
for traces of pot. It was an expensive — well, just re-read the title.
6. “Stand!,” Sly and the Family
Stone

Like Kuti’s Africa ’70s band,
Sly and the Family Stone, is one of
the funkiest bands in the history of
funk. “Stand!” is one of my favorite Sly songs, and the breakdown
groove at the end of the song is
to die for.
7. “Where Do We Go?,” Bill Frisell
I listen to this song whenever I need some kind of motivation, inspiration or emotional
push. It works great. The melody
has a characteristically Frisellian
— yeah, I used that word — blue
grass tinge. And like the rest of the
album “Blues Dream,” it features
slide guitar and beautiful horn
arrangements. “Where Do We Go?”
also goes into this cool and somewhat dissonant vamp, but I just
can’t get enough of the melody.
8. “Una Muy Bonita,” Ornette
Coleman
This song is beautiful. Ornette
is the greatest melodist in the
world, and this is one of my favorite Coleman tunes. And give it up
for Charlie Haden’s killing bass
intro! This song came on shuffle a
few days ago, and I just had to get

up and do the free-jazz dance.
9. “AC/DC Bag,” Phish
Phish was basically the meaning of my life in middle school
and most of high school. I’ve seen
them play three times, and I went
to two of guitarist Trey Anastasio’s
shows while they were broken up.
And in ninth grade I grew my hair
down to my shoulders and wore
tie-dyed shirts. I’m more of a jazz
nerd now, but sometimes I listen
back to Phish and feel nostalgically happy. I still kind of think
Anastasio is the best guitarist ever.
10. “Love You Want,” Wailing
Souls
If I worked out, I would totally
listen to this song on repeat. In
fact, listening to it now almost
makes me want to work out. Maybe
next January. I only know this song
because it’s from the movie “Cool
Runnings,” which is my secondfavorite movie. (I’m resigned to the
fact that nothing in life will ever
trump “Pootie Tang.”) But seriously, check out the opening credits of
“Cool Runnings” and you’ll quickly
realize what I’m raving about.
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Letters to the editor are
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decency and grammar.
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